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alinovskiy On Armed Forces Development

- «.The liberation struggle of +the patriots of Vietnam has the
syspathy and support of peace~loving mations thrcughout the world. The
Soviet Unicn and all socialist courdries sre on the side of the Viebnaw
mese brothers. To heroic Vietnam, staging a just war against one of
the most powerful imperialist states, we have rendered and will render
comprehensive economic, political and military assistance. The cause
of the Vietnamese nation is Just, and it will #riumph.. The gggression’
of US imperialism will end as & failure.. .o

In place of the military preparations of the impericlists <
Soviet Union is forced +o strengbhen and perfect its defense. T
Leninist precepts the Commnist Party is doing everything for the
able defense of the Soviet homeland from imperialist aggression. Ay 2
vas stated in the party program, "...The CPFSU considers it necessary ©o
support the defensive might of the Soviet government and the combat

readiness of its armed forces, ensuring the decisive and complete defeat

of any enemy who will dare encroach upon the Soviet homeland"....

There has been an exceptional incresse in the sigrificance of the
economic factor in modern wars. At the bresent time, when weapons have
become very complex and expensive, the defense of & state depends in
the first instance on the condition;of the eccuomy. For this regson
the Communist Party, in develeping our nstionsl econcny, is strengthening
vhe military might of the Soviet Union and the. entire socialist comuunity
in every way possible. The directives for the Five-Year Plan adopted
by the CPSU 234 Congress are an ilmportant stage in the struggle of the
Soviet nation for the creation of the miterial and technichl base of
communism. The fulfillmert of the Five-Year Plan will raise the economic
and defense might of the USSR evern higher.

Based on the outstanding achievements of science and - technology under
the leadership of the Communist Farty, excepbionally important messures
have been carried out inm the érea of militery orgauization resuliting in
significant improvement in the eitice defense system of the country. T
Thanks 4o the concern of the barty and governmment our Armed Forces heve
been’radically reorganized and suppliea with the most wodern combat equip-
went. The utmost attention is being devoted to the development of Serategic
Rotket. Troops and . atomic rocketearrying submarines--forces which are the
rain means for restraining an agoressor aud for his decigive defeat in
var. Through the heroic labor of cur workers, engineers, designers and
sclentists in recent years there has been created a number of, in the
main, new types of rocket armament; there has been put into operszicz un
entire complex.of diversified strategic means of défense; and there have
been created many new and, what is especially importamt, mobile launchers.
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The Ground Troops have undergone considerable development. Tacti-
cal and operational nuclear weapons are the basis of tneir firescwer.
“Tank and .notorized rifle divisions heve acquired as srmament more per- .
Teet armored, artillery and special equipmerit. There has been o simule
taneous development of signal, enginger and other brawnches of troops
There has been a qualitative chenge in the airborne troops. Taey ar
now equipped with the most perfect means of combst end are capeble ¢
accomplishing major strategic missions in a modern var.
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The combal capabilities of the WO Strany'Troops have increased.
New highly effective air defense-rocket systems and aviatioa complexes
of interceptor aircraft have been developed and placed in the arrament.
FVO Troops are cepable of reliably protecting the country from ecemy
means of air attacks. ’

The Alr Forces have increased greatly. Units of our combat avis=
tion are equipped with supersonic planes with nuclear weapous 7. new -
rocket armament. Various rockets of the "alreto-surfaoce" aud "
air" classes have become the main type of asrmament. The Navy also fully
meets the requirements. of wcdern warfare. Its strength is based on atomic
rocketcarrying submarines srmed with ballistic rockets which cen be
Jaunched from underwater and have great launching range. The fleet has |
been equipped. with new rocket ships, and forces and means of anti-submarine
defense. The Soviet Navy has everything required to protect the native
shores from an aggressor ard to frustrate his attack from the sex. The
real revoluticrary chenges in the military field resulting from the rapid
development of means of combat are giving rise to prircipally unew problems
in the areas of training and employment of the Armed Forces. There has
been an exceptional increase in the role of scilentific leadership through-
out the entire life and activities of the Army and Navy. Now there is
even deeper meaning to the words of V. T. lLenin about the necessity of
organizing the Apmy on a strictly scilentific basis. A most important
mission of our military science is the comprehensive research of condi-
tions in the military field and the trends of development as well as the
prempt presentation of theoretically walid recommendstions on all quese
tions concerning the organization of the Armed Forces....
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The USSR Armed Forces have reliiable sllies in the armies of coun=
tries which are participants of the Warsaw Fact. During recent yesrs
the combat alliance of the Traterrnal armies has expanded and strengthened.
Soclalist countries are coordinating their defensive meassures, exchanging
experiences in operational and combat training, and conducting combined
training exercises and troop maneuvers. The December Plemum (1566) of
the CPSU Central Committee emphésized thet in the contemporary inter-
rational situation, &s never before, the further strengtheuing of the
solidarity‘andfmight of the socialist world system is neces?arya grater-
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nal nations, united by a commnity of fundamental interests, are iu-
creasing the combat capabilities of their countries and are displaying
vigilance against the intrigues of imperialism

‘"The October Revolution and the Building of the Armed Forces™
By Mar SU R., MALINOVSKIY, 'Minister of Defense DSSR,

Moscow, Kommunist, No 1, January 1967

(signea for the press lO January 1967)
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